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“You shall be holy to me, for I, the LORD, 
am holy”{Lev. 20:26} is the command 
given long before, by God Himself. We are 
urged to be holy by God’s command. To be 
otherwise is disobedience. We are called 

to be holy, in every aspect of our conduct. Holiness is 
not to be compartmentalized only into certain 
religious-areas of our life. Holiness is a way of life that 
affects everything we do. In this context, we have an apt    
theme for our upcoming Provincial Chapter: Together 
towards Holiness.

Holiness is the result of cross-bearing life, as described 
by Jesus: If anyone wants to become my disciple, deny 
yourself, take up your cross, and follow me - Luke 9:23. 
How comfortable we feel to add God to our life with 
little or no change from our part? Such is not the 
teaching of the Scripture on spiritual life. The prophets, 
John the Baptizer and then Jesus, called for a radical 
change in those who would trust and obey God. 
‘Repent’ was an indispensable word of those who 
proclaimed the Word of God in truth. To repent means 
to change in fact and spirit.

As confreres, committed to Christ in the congregation 
of Holy Cross, it is our call and collective effort to work 
together, to help and support each other, and to grow 
towards that holiness in life. All the wonderful 
activities and missionary works that we do in our 
mission centers and some of which are shared in this 
Newsletter is nothing but a visible sign of our positive 
responses to the Call that we have received. Let our 
responses to our Divine Call be deepened by our 
continual journey in Holy Cross as confreres working 
Together towards Holiness in Life.
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ST. ANDRE MISSION - BODHJUNGNAGAR

Charismatic Retreats: A Charismatic Retreat was 
organized for the Catholic Motha at Uruwa on 4-5 
Nov.’17.  Rev. Xavier VC guided the nearly 250 
retreatants towards renewing their life, by focusing on the 
unfathomable love of God.  The 2-day retreat was full of 
Praise and Worship and Adoration, and it culminated with 
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. The Catholic 
Motha at Tamakari also benefited from similar Retreat, 
preached by Rev. Paul CR csc on 11-12 Nov.’17.                   
The days were spent in praising and adoring the 
Eucharistic Lord. By genuinely approaching the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, the 220 retreatants greatly 
profited from the Retreat.

Confirmation: Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop 
of Agartala} administered the Sacrament of Confirmation 
to 60 people at Murabari Motha, and to 75 people at 
Tamakari Motha on two successive days. The faithful 
displayed their simple faith through their advanced 
preparation for the event, and through their prayerful 
participation in the event. Eucharistic celebrations, 
cultural program and community meal marked the days.  
   
New Chapel at Tamakari: The newly built village 
chapel {Resurrection Church} at Tamakari was 
inaugurated by Fr. Hormis John csc {VG - Agartala 
Diocese}, and blessed by Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro 
{Bishop of Agartala}, on 19 Nov.’17 in the presence of

many priests, religious and the faithful from and around 
Tamakari. The local Motha is proud of having their own 
House of God at their door-step. All glory to God.

PEYTON-Block of St. Andre School: St. Andre 
Mission is blessed with an additional block of school-
building to accommodate the +1 & +2 students, with all 
the required equipments. It has been christened after 
Venerable Patrick Peyton. On 11th Nov.’17, Peyton 
Block was inaugurated by Honourable Justice T. Vaiphei 
{Chief Justice: Tripura High Court}, and blessed by Most 
Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop: Agartala Diocese}, in the 
presence of Rev. Robert Mathias csc {Provincial 
Superior: Province of NEI} and many other dignitaries, 
priests, religious and parents. Felicitation cum cultural 
program stole the attention of all the people. Congrats to 
Rev. Michael Vanlalruata csc {Principal} and Rev. Binoy 
John csc {Secretary} for having successfully 
spearheaded  the project.

Annual Youth Gathering: A 3-day Youth Program 
was organized at the Parish Centre from 16th - 18th 
Dec.’17. Around 60 youths from different Mothas 
benefited from the annual gathering. They reflected upon 
the theme:  Nukhung tei Mothani bisingo Sikla Siklirokni 
Poitoni Khlaithai {The role of youth in the family and the 
Church}. Rev. Michael Vanlalruata csc, Rev. Binoy John 
csc,  Rev. Jeevan svd,  Rev. Lawrence Darlong and Mr. 
Ananda Debbarma were the Resource Persons, who 
focussed on different Sacraments and moral challenges of

Christian faith. The youth program commenced with 
prayer-hymn, lighting of traditional-lamp and hoisting of 
Parish Youth-flag by Mr. Biswarai Debbarma {Secretary: 
Parish Council}. The well-organized program was 
motivat ional  and inspirat ional  to  the youths. 
Entertainment program, group games, group dances, 
singing, volley-ball matches, Bible Quiz, Eucharist 
celebration, and prize distribution were the attractions    of 
the event. The Youth-Flag was lowered by Rev. Lawrence 
Darlong .

Family-Mission Retreat for the Couples by 
Jesus’ Youth Wing: Couples from Kerala along with 
some trained-couples from Tripura, organised a Family 
Mission Retreat in B’nagar Parish. Six couples were 
divided into two teams, and they went to different Mothas 
and stayed with the people in the villages and trained them 
from 24 to 26 Dec.’17. The team then along with 30 
couples from the parishes of Bishramganj, Mandwi & 
B’nagar gathered at St. Andre Mission for a 3-day Family 
Mission  Retreat from 27 – 29 Dec.’17. On the final day, 
the 3 Parish Priests gathered to evaluate the same and to 
plan for the follow-up action.

Seminar for Jesus’ Youth Volunteers: Five 
selected students from our school were sent for a training 
cum seminar in Ranchi {Jharkhand} under the leadership 
of Biji Mol Joseph {the one from Jesus’ Youth, who 
voluntarily served in Tripura for a year}. She accompanied 
the Jesus-Youth students from 23, Dec.’17 to 2, Jan.’18. 
The youth immensely benefitted from the seminar, as they 
went out of Tripura and remained with the students of their 
age from different parts of India. 

Sabha and Feast at Andre Mission: The Parish 
Sabha began with the celebration of the Feast of the ‘Holy 
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Rev. Arbok csc

Family. Rev. Binoy John csc welcomed the 400 
participants from different Mothas. Rev. Fr. Joe Paul csc 
presided over the Eucharist and took the 1st Session on: 
The Need for Family Prayer. The other Resource Persons 
- Rev. Arun Minj svd, Rev. Michael svd & Mr. Oshim 
Ucchoi, focussed on Family-Life related themes: 
Sacrament of Marriage; Reception of the Sacrament and 
bringing up the children in line with the Sacramental Life 
of the Church; Family: Dynamic relationship between the 
couples and responsible parenthood. The last night of 
2017 was marked by cultural program. The Parish Sabha 
ended with the celebration of St. Andre Feast {Patron of 
our Parish}. While presiding over the Festive Eucharist, 
Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop of Agartala}, 
administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 45 
people. He focused his homily on: the Model of the Holy 
Family; significance of Mary - the Mother of God; the 
World Day of Peace. A prayerful Eucharistic Procession 
and a common meal brought the event to an end.

Annual Parish Sabha: A 3-day long Annual Parish-
Sabha was held at the Parish Centre from 6th evening to 
8th afternoon, Oct.’17. Around 250 faithful from our 
different sub-centers benefitted from it. Fr. Thomas 
Pereira csc & Fr. Joe Paul csc were the resource persons. 
Half-a-day was spent for presenting the Parish-Report & 
Mondoli-Reports. Important but faith related issues were 
clarified and discussed. Bible Quiz was conducted to 
enhance the Biblical knowledge of the faithful. The 
Parish Sabha solemnly ended with the celebration of the 
Eucharist, presided over by Rev. Hormis John csc {VG - 
Agartala Diocese}, together with Rev. Joe Paul csc 
{Secretary - Holy Cross Educational Foundation} and 
Rev. Agi Paul csc {Parochial Administrator - Moharpara 
Parish}. In addition, prize distribution, lowering of the 
Parish-Flag and a fellowship meal marked the Day. 

First Annual Day - Twichakma: The students and 
staff of Holy Cross Jubilee Memorial School - 
Twichakma joyfully celebrated their First Annual Day, on 
4th Nov.’17. The chief-guest Sri. Daniel Jamatia {MLA-
Tripura}, along with other dignitaries, solemnized the 
Day and the Event. Fr. Hormis John csc {Principal} gave 
a brief account of the humble beginning and the ensued 
history of the school. The parents of the students were 
excited to see their children on the stage, performing 
cultural items. The 1st Annual Day of the School drew a 
large number of people from the locality to extend their 
moral support to the school. The presence of Rev. Robert 
Mathias csc {Provincial Superior - Holy Cross Fathers, 
NEI} added Holy-Crossness to the function.

Spes Unica: To impart the Holy Cross Heritage to our 
students, Spes Unica was organized for Tripura Region at 
Moharpara, on 6th Nov.’17. Around 70 students from our 
schools {at B’nagar, Agartala, Tuikarmaw and 

Moharpara} took part in it and profited. Fr. Joe Paul csc 
and Fr. Michael Vanlalruata csc were the main resource 
persons. The program came to an end with the Holy Hour, 
imparting the blessing of the Eucharistic Lord to the 
students. On the occasion, the participants were happy to 
enlarge their social network to their new acquaintances. 

Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee: 10th Dec.’17 was and 
will be the Red-Letter Day in the chronicle and history of 
Moharpara Mission. Rev. Thomas Thengumpally csc 
celebrated the Golden Jubilee Year of his Priesthood. A 
triple celebration marked the Day: Parish Feast, First Holy 
Communion and the Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee. 

The Golden-Eucharist was presided over by Most Rev. 
Lumen Monteiro {Bishop of Agartala}, with 15 priests 
concelebrating with him, and nearly 700 faithful 
participating in it. In the Mass Introduction Rev. Joe Paul 
csc briefly highlighted the Missionary-Journey of         Fr. 
Thomas Thengumpally csc, who, as the Founder of the 
Parish, toiled to spread the Seed of Faith, especially in the 
initial stages. Symbolizing his 50 years of Priesthood, as 
many balloons were released in the air to cherish        the 
occasion. 

Installation of New Parish Priest: Our Mission at 
Moharpara is blessed with a New Parish Priest in the 
person of Rev. Paul CR csc. Rt. Rev. Lumen Monteiro 
{Bishop of Agartala} administered the Rite of Installation 
in the context of the Eucharist on 30th Dec.’17, in the 
presence of Rev. Robert Mathias csc {Provincial 
Superior}.  Kudos to Rev. Agi Paul csc for having 
administered the Parish t i l l  date as parochial 
Administrator. 

Singlwng - Silver Jubilee cum Blessing of a new 
Church-building: The Silver-Faith of the faithful at 
Singlwng was further strengthened, as a new Chapel was 
blessed and inaugurated amidst jubilation, over there. A 
long cherished dream was fulfilled on 31st Dec.’17, as the 
faithful joyfully witnessed a Eucharistic celebration 
presided over by Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop of 
Agartala} along with 7 concelebrants, in the Village 
Chapel of their own. In addition, felicitation of the 
missionaries who sowed the Seed of Faith, well organized 
cultural program and a community meal, marked the Day. 

MOHARPARA MISSION

Deacon Anthony Balan
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HOLY CROSS COLLEGE - AGARTALA

The Graduation Day of the 6th Batch of students passing 
out from the college was held on 12th Aug.’17. There 
were 165 students who graduated this year. Rev. Dr. John 
Denning csc {President - Stonehill College, USA} was 
the Speaker of the Day. The long awaited-visit of the 
NAAC {National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council} Peer Team to the college was on 29-30, 
Aug,’17. The results were declared on 12th Sep.’17. The 

NAAC awarded the Holy 
Cross College with A-
Grade. Holy Cross College 
thus has the credit of being 
the first College in the State 
of Tripura with A-Grade 
from NAAC. It is indeed a 
great blessing for a young 
Col lege  l ike  HCC to 
receive such honour. It is 
an achievement for HCC 
which is just over 8 years of 

age. This significant credit goes to the Management for its 
team-work, done in collaboration with the teaching and 
non-teaching faculties, students, alumni and the parents 
of HCC. 

A 3-day workshop on: Impact of Climate Change to 
Preserve the Ethnomedicine and Indigenous Technical 
Knowledge in Tripura was organized by the Department 
of Zoology - HCC {Jubatara, Lembucherra} Agartala, 
from 8 to 10, Nov.17, in collaboration with Medicinal 
Plant Board of Tripura, and Tripura Tribal Research & 
Cultural Institute. Sri. Badal Choudhury {Minister - 
Health & Family Welfare and PWD} graced the function 
as Chief Guest. Mr. Choudhury was in high praise of the 
performance of HCC and congratulated the management, 
staff and students for becoming the first NAAC ‘A’ 
graded college in Tripura. He urged the authorities to 
open more such colleges in other parts of Tripura. The 
Chief Guest at the valedictory function was Sri. Sunil 
Debbarma {Director - Tribal Research and Cultural 
Institute of Tripura} who appreciated the organizers for 
such initiative and ensured further assistance in R & D of 
this field in particular. 

The College had an anticipated Christmas Celebration on 
15th Dec.’17 at Nirmala Shishu Bhavan, and on 21st 
Dec.’17 at the college campus in Jubatara, in 
collaboration with St. Andre Minor Seminary. Currently 
the College has a total number of 876 students in B.A., 
B.Sc., B.Com., BBA and B.Ed. programs and a faculty 
strength of 82 which includes 43 teaching and 39 non-
teaching staff. Six batches, totaling 508 students, have 
been graduated from the College so far. From July 2017, 
the College is offering Civil Services and IAS coaching to 
the students of the college and the youth of Tripura at the 
ALS-IAS Coaching Center in the Old Shishu Bihar 
Complex - Agartala. 

A two-day International Seminar on Representing the 
Self: Addressing the Issues of Ethnicity and Identity 
across Domains, was organized by the Department of 
English - Holy Cross College,  which was recently 
accredited by NAAC with Grade-A. The seminar was 
inaugurated on 9th Nov.’17 by Dr. Biswajit Bhowmik 
{Regional Director - IGNOU, Agartala Centre}. Ms. 
Moumita Dey {HoD of English - Holy Cross College, 
Agartala}, was the convener, and Dr. Fr. Emmanuel 
Kallarackal csc {Chairperson of the said International 
Seminar}. There were a total of 47 paper presenters and 7 
invited speakers, along with another 55 participants from 
across India, Bhutan, Bangladesh & USA. There were 9 
technical sessions spread over the two days of the seminar 
in addition to the two panel discussions. 

The Keynote Address was delivered by Dr. Prantik 
Banerjee {Vice-Principal & Associate Professor of 
English, Hislop College, Nagpur}. The resource persons 
present were, Prof. Louis Joseph Chandra {HoD of 
English - Loyola College, Chennai}, Dr. Baburaj Harisree 
{Associate Professor - Royal University of Bhutan}, Prof. 
Harunur Rashid Khan {Chair - Dept. of English, 
Southeast University, Dhaka, Bangladesh}, Dr. Asis De 
{Associate Professor - Vidyasagar University, West 
Bengal}, Dr. Partha Sarathi Gupta {Assistant Professor - 
Tripura University}, Dr. Nancy H’ Vaz {Associate 
Professor - St. Agnes College, Mangalore}, and Ms. Lima 
Sunny {Assistant Professor - Dept. of English, St. Paul's 
College, Kalamassery, Kerala}. The papers presented 
were scholarly and well researched, and the participants 
{which included the students of Holy Cross College as 
well} were interactive, making the sessions dynamic and 
exciting. There was also a paper presentation by               
Dr. Mimouna Zitouni {Associate Professor of 
Sociolinguistics, University of Oran, Algeria &      
Fulbright ‘SIR’ Visiting Scholar, Costal Carolina 
University, USA} via Skype. 

The Chief Guest for the Valedictory function on 10th 
Nov.’17 was Prof. Biplab Haldar {Pro-Vice Chancellor - 
ICFAI University, Tripura}. He appreciated the organizers 
and the participants for their lively and quality 
participation in the seminar. Certificates of Participation 
and Presentation were presented during the Valedictory 
Session. This was the Fourth International Seminar 
organized by Holy Cross College during its 8 years of 
existence. Glory and honour to the Almighty.

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR AT HOLY CROSS COLLEGE

Chronicler
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Inauguration of New Class-Rooms and Parents’ Day 
Celebration: 28th Oct.’17 was a Red Letter day in the 
annal of Holy Cross High School, Tuikarmaw. The school 
was strengthened with an addition of 5 more class-rooms, 
which were inaugurated by honourable Sri. Jitendra 
Chaudhury {MP}, and was blessed by Rev. Valerian 
Castelino csc {Province Administrator}. These new class-
rooms were constructed with the generous contribution 
received from Mr. Jitendra Chaudhury, who donated the 
amount from his MPLAD funds.  

In the evening of the same day, a colourful Parents’ Day 
was held. It was a special moment for the children to host 
their parents in their school. Mr. Jitendra Chaudhury {MP} 
was the Chief Guest of the Day. In his address, while 
hailing the educational services rendered by Holy Cross 
Fathers in the State of Tripura, he called upon the students 
to collaborate, and the parents to co-operate with school-
management and work together to build a different society. 
Mr. Manidra Reang {Minister for Jail} graced the 
occasion by his presence as a Special Guest.  Rev. Joe Paul 
csc {Secretary - Holy Cross Educational Foundation} and 
Smt. Vishwashree {Sub-divisional Magistrate} were the 
Guests of Honour. A colourful entertainment program 
organized in honour of the parents brought the Day to an 
end.

Christo Mela - 2017: Spearheaded by Rev. Abraham C csc 
{Parish Priest}, the South Tripura Christian Forum 
organised the Christo Mela - 2017 for the third consecutive 
time, on 17th Dec.’17 at 5 pm in the Holy Cross High 
School Ground.  Encouraging the gathering of such sort in 
the Name of Christ, Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop 
of Agartala} inaugurated the Mela, by lighting the 
Trad i t iona l  Lamp. 
Gracing the occasion 
as Guest of Honour, Sri 
R a j e n d r a  R e a n g 
{ E x e c u t i v e  M e m b e r  - 

T.T.A.A.D.C}, lauded the 
Christian Missionaries 

TUIKARMAW MISSION
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for their commendable service in the fields of education 
and social development. Enactment of the Birth of Jesus, 
and the Carol singing competitions had brought 8 
different churches to one platform, to share the joy and 
peace of Christmas.

Annual Parish Sabha: Annual Parish Sabha - 2017 was 
organised at St. Mary’s parish centre, Tuikarmaw on 30-
31 Dec. The leaders from various mondolis took part in 
the Sabha. Welcoming the participants in his capacity as 
Parish Priest, Rev. Abraham C csc, presented the Annual 
Parish Report; following which the mondoli-reports were 
presented by all the sub-centres. Input sessions were 
animated by Fr. Bhuvan Sarkar, focusing on Christian 
marriage, family life and early Church history. Serious 
group-discussion was held to make the simple 
participants know how they can be vibrant Catholics, and 
how they can inspire and bring back the families which 
are not so active in the Church. The celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist was the culmination of the Day.                     
A community meal, shared by all, brought the Sabha           
to a close. 

Rev. Alfred D’Souza csc
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HOLY CROSS PARISH - MAWPAT

Everything we do, we do it for the Glory of God and the 
good of the Parish. Being a newly born infant parish, 
everything we do becomes a first-time activity, and there 
are no precedents to follow. Hence, we are quiet cautious 
about anything we do, lest it becomes a new-tradition.

Highlights of the Parish activities:  

Our Congregational Feast was celebrated as the Parish 
Feast on 17th Sept. 2017 for the first time. A Solemn 
Eucharist and a cultural program highlighted the festive 
day. Thanks to our confreres Rev. K O Joseph, Rev. 
Anthony M Joseph & Rev. George Jacob for their 
presence with us. We positively made use of the Day to 
make Holy Cross and our Founder Bld. Basil Moreau 
known. Congrats to the Altar-Children, who put up a 
short-play on Holy Cross. 

October, the month of Rosary, was duly and truly given its 
spiritual importance with daily Eucharist and Rosary, 
from which an average of 150 faithful benefited daily.  
The Month of Rosary was concluded with a solemn 
Marian procession, in which the faithful participated with 
lit-candles. A solemn Eucharistic celebration was the 
peak of the event. 

Month of November was marked by the blessing of 
cemeteries in the villages and praying for the deceased-
members of the families. Our preparation for Christmas 
began in Nov.’17 by administering the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to the faithful in the sub-centres. A 9-day 
long Christmas Novena, a film show on the Birth of Jesus 
{translated into Khasi & produced by Holy Cross -
Mawpat}, Christmas Carol procession with lit-lamps {all 
around the village}, and a Solemn Eucharistic 
Celebration were the highlights of the Nativity of Christ. 
The Christmas Mass was held in 4 sub-centres. The Last 
Day of 2017 was a Day of Thanksgiving for the Parish. A 
solemn Eucharist was gratefully celebrated to enhance 
the faithful become more grateful to God for his abundant 
blessings, which they exhibited by offering to God the 
fruits of their hard-work in the Mass. Thus a ‘tradition of 
joyful giving’ is created among the faithful. 

It was a pleasant surprise to see 160 children attending the 
Annual Retreat, exclusively meant for them. It was held 
from 12 to 14 Jan.’18 for the benefit of the entire Parish 

Marriage Preparation Course: A Marriage 
Preparation Course was organized by Rev. Arul 
Jeganathan csc {Parish Priest} on 15th & 16th Jan.’18 at 
St. Paul’s Parish, Kumarghat. Eleven couples of our parish 
participated and benefited from the course. 

The resource persons were: Sr. Pushpa MC, Sr. Karuna 
MC, Catechists Mr. Santhosh, Mr. Subia & Mr. Tharshish. 
Sacrament  of  Marriage,  Parent ing,  uni ty and 
indissolubility were the topics dealt with at length. 
Through input sessions, group discussions, video clips and 
personal sharing, the participants were kept involved. May 
God bless them with the joy of family life. 

Multi-purpose Social Service Centre: On the 3rd 
Sunday of Advent {17th Dec.’17}, a newly built Multi-
purpose Social Service Centre was inaugurated by Rev. 
Davis K csc {Principal: Holy Cross School, Panisagar}, 
and blessed by Rev. Aneesh Mathew csc {Principal & 
Assistant Parish Priest}. Religious Sisters, Parish Council 
Members and the faithful witnessed the ceremony. 

Rev. Arul Jeganathan csc {Parish Priest} gratefully 
acknowledged all those who contributed towards the 
completion of this project: starting with Rev. Jilson {who 
began the work}, Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop of 
Agartala, for recommending the project to Missio}, and 
the Diocesan Administration {for the implementation of 
the project}. It is an added facility to the effective 
functioning of the mission. 

children from Class II to IX. They indeed learnt and 
experienced different new things during the retreat. Out of 
these children, 45 of them are to receive First Holy 
Communion on 4th Feb,’18, during the Parish Eucharistic 
Procession at Wahkaji sub-centre. Kudos to FMA Srs., 
Catechists and the Parish Youth.

KUMARGHAT MISSION

Rev. John PKC csc

Chronicler
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Elderly Parents’ Day: Our Parish celebrated the 
Elderly Parents’ Day on 3rd Dec.’17. One hundred and 
five elderly parents were brought to the Altar of the Lord 
in procession, and were blessed by Fr. Lancy D’Souza csc 
{Parish Priest}. They gratefully participated in the Holy 
Eucharist, exclusively held in their honour. 

A felicitation programme organized by the Parish 
Council, in which one of the elderly parents gratefully 
and emotionally addressed the gathering. The Parish 
priest, in his address, while honouring each of them with 
Gamcha {local handloom towel}, greatly acknowledged 
their contributions to the local Church over the years. A 
fellowship meal marked the end of the Day.

Bible camp for children: A 3-day Bible Camp was 
organized at the Parish centre for the benefit of the Parish 
children {from class III to IX of both English and Bengali 
Medium}. The main coordinator was Sr. Prema BS, who 
was assisted by her own Sisters, Visitation Sisters of Don 
Bosco and our Parish Youth. A total of 165 catholic 
children participated in the Bible camp, which was full of 
activities, like Biblical Role Play, Action Songs, Bible 
Quiz and Biblical instruction. The excited children, at the 
end of the Camp, made an appeal to the Pastor for the 
follow up of such or similar camps in the ensuing years. 

Youth Camp: The Youth of Kathalcherra Mission had 
their Day in the form of Youth Camp at Garo-II village, 
conducted by the Parish on 20-21 Dec.’17. 76 of them 
attended the camp, which was only a preparatory camp 
held in view of the upcoming Diocesan Youth Camp, to be 
held at Agt. from 27-30 Dec.’17. The camp-theme was: 
Igniting the faith of the youth in the Parish. The Resource 
Persons were Rev. Ivan D’Silva svd and Rev. Ishwar 
Happa csc, who accompanied the youth through talks and 
group discussions, focusing on the role of the youth in the 
Parish. The Youth were urged to read Bible, to take active 
part in the Eucharist and to qualitatively involve in the 
Church activities both at the centre & village. Kudos to 
our PYA, Sr. Prema BS for organizing the Youth Camp so 
well. From our Mission, 25 youth took part in the Youth 
Convention, held in Agartala, where our Youth snatched 
2nd prize in Football, 1st prize in Bible Quiz and 2nd 
prize in Singing. Keep up, guys.

KATHALCHERRA MISSION Christmas Celebrations: Holy Cross School at 
Chailengta, formally shared the Peace and Joy of the Birth 
of Christ, with both the Christians and non-Christians 
alike, as it organized a Pre-Christmas Celebration on 22nd 
Dec.’17, spearheaded by Mr.  Mosiram Reang and Rev. 
Thomas Pereira csc. “Mother Mary is the perfect role-
model for us to meaningfully celebrate Christmas,” said 
Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop of Agartala}, in his 
homily as he presided over the Eucharist. The Day was 
marked by singing of Carols, drum-beats, Reang Dances 
and the fellowship-meal. The presence of Rev. Lancy 
D’Souza {PP} and his address to the people, added 
religiosity to the Christ-centred celebration.   

Similar celebrations were held in all the sub-centres and 
parish-centre of Kathalcherra Mission. Heart-felt thanks 
to Most Rev. Bp. Lumen, Rev. Thomas Pereira csc, Rev. 
Joe Paul csc & Rev. Iswar Happa csc, whose presence and 
involvement brought much joy and meaning to the 
Christmas celebrations in the Parish.

Rev. Lancy D’Souza csc

Chronicler

BAGBASA MISSION

Diocesan Youth Convention: Twenty of our Parish 
Youth participated in the Diocesan Youth Convention in 
Dec.’17, at Agartala.  It was a great occasion for our youth 
to mingle with the youth of other parishes, and to know 
how they could contribute to the growth of the Church. Our 
youth were delighted when they got the 1st prize for the 
Group Song. It was also a means to get the youth united. 

Ranglong Catholic Community Convention 
{RCCC}: The 27th RCCC was held in one of our sub-
centers, from 12 to 14, Jan.’18. 
Ranglongs from 3 parishes {namely 
Bagbasa of Agartala Diocese, and 
Manikbond & Kanhmun of Aizawl 
Diocese} gathered in large number at 
Zoitang. The theme of the convention 
w a s :  F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h 
Sacraments. Rev. Thomas Arthaseril, Rev. Harry D’Silva 
csc, Fr. Francis Xavier csc and Fr. Stephen MSFS were the 
resource persons. 

It was a meaningful one for Ranglongs, as they felt 
acknowledged and affirmed in their faith. The solemn 
Sunday Eucharist and the Eucharistic Procession that 
followed brought special blessings from the Eucharistic 
Lord. 
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1st Death Anniversary of Rev. George 
Kallungal csc:

Rev. George Kallungal csc was fondly remembered on his 
1st Death Anniversary Day. The Province membership 
from Tripura Region gathered at MCH-Agt., on 28th 
Dec.’17, and prayed for the repose of his soul, within a 
Eucharistic celebration, held in his honour and presided 
over by Rev. Robert Mathias csc {Provincial Superior}. 
Rev. Devadoss csc delivered a befitting sermon, 
highlighting the qualities and virtues of Rev. George K 
csc. Posthumously honouring Rev. George K, a souvenir 
was released, soon after the prayer at his tomb in Holy 
Cross cemetery. 

Blessing and inauguration of Andre Home:

Blessing and inauguration of Andre Home in Agartala was 
held on 5th Jan.’18. Rev. Thomas Thengumpally csc 
{senior-most confrere} and Rev. Robert Mathias csc 
{Provincial Superior} unveiled the Memorial Stone. The 
Ribbon cutting was done by Rev. Thomas Thengumpally. 
Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro {Bishop of Agartala} blessed 
the chapel and consecrated the Altar & the Tabernacle.      
A solemn Eucharistic Celebration, short felicitation 
program and community meal, brought the day to a   joyful 
close.

5-day Annual 
Retreat: 
A 5 - d a y  A n n u a l 
Retreat was held at 
MCH in Agartala for 
the first group of confreres from 7th evening to 12th noon 
Jan.’18. A total of 31 participants {including two priests 
from bishop’s house - Agartala and Bro. Paul Parmer csc} 
attended the Retreat, which was preached by Rev. Irudaya 
Raj from Bhopal Archdiocese.  The Retreat was a 
biblically based Marian Retreat on the theme: Mary - the 
Star of New Evangelization.  

Rev. J. Sahaya Lourdu Raj csc

MOREAU COMMUNITY HOUSE - AGARTALA    Musings from SAMS - BODHJUNGNAGAR

A good preparation for any celebration is very 
significant. As our candidates entered the 
season of Advent for the celebration of 
Christmas, we planned for a meaningful 
sharing of love and joy at various places.  

The Hr. Sec. School candidates had gone for 
their home holidays, and the collegians had 
gone to all our parish centers in Tripura to help 
out in preparing the place and people for a 
meaningful celebration of Christmas and they 
all returned with an experiential-joy.  

We had skit and carols presentations in our 
local communities and at the centre, including 
our local Police Station. Visit to a Reang 
vil lage in Moharpara parish and the 
distribution of cloths to the poor {collected 
from the students of Holy Cross School - 
Agt.}, and the celebration of Christmas with 
the senior women group in our rubber   
garden touched the hearts and mind of our 
candidates and made the women folk      very 
happy.

Our formation house bubbled with love for 
each other and gratitude to God for his 
manifold blessings. We heartily appreciate 
our confreres for their support and 
accompaniment. 

Rev. Kanikkai Jeyaraj csc
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